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ORIGINAL ARTICLE

Analysis of Axillary Lymph Nodes in Breast Cancer Patients with Positive Sentinel 
Lymph Node Biopsy

, H Grbas

ABSTRACT

Objective: To determine the prevalence of positive non-sentinel nodes (non-SLN) after axillary 
dissection for positive sentinel lymph node (SLN) and the relationship between occurrence of 
positive non-SLNs and penetration of the sentinel's capsule by malignant cells, as well as grade 
and molecular subtype of the breast cancer. 
Methods:
year period. Patients were categorized according to the following criteria: positivity of non-
SLN, invasion of SLN capsule, tumour grade, T stage and molecular subtype. 
Results:

-
tive non-SLN metastases (

triple-negative tumours. 
Conclusion: Non-SLN metastases are generally found in patients with SLN capsule penetra-

metastases.
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can be done for multicentric tumours, although a high 
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RESULTS

after axillary dissection for positive SLN, the remaining 
-

tive non-SLNs (Figure).
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Molecular subtypes Luminal A Luminal B HER-2 
positive

Triple 
negative

DISCUSSION

p

an increase in tumour grade means more malignant, 

p

gramme still does not detect cancer in its earliest stage. 
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