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The computed tomography has become a standard tool in radiation therapy treatment planning. Additionally, there is a growing awareness of the dose delivered to the part of the body
outside the target volume. The ionizing radiation carries a stochastic risk of malignancy,
therefore, the doses should be kept as low as reasonably achievable in order to provide an adequate information needed for the radiotherapy planning. The objective of this work was to set
up the initial diagnostic reference levels and correlate to the image quality that would be used
in the future optimization of localization scans. To quantify the doses from computed tomography localization scans at the University Hospital Rijeka, local diagnostic reference levels
were established for five most common procedures of different anatomical regions; head,
head and neck, pelvis, breast and thorax. The Computed Tomography Dose Index volumetric
and the Dose-Length Product were used as dose indicators and scanning parameters were
also recorded. The image quality assessment was performed for each set of images. The results
were compared to the seldom published data in order to compare the clinical practice. The image quality for almost all of the body regions are scored as acceptable in average but require
improvement. It is shown that the optimization of radiotherapy protocols is required. Therefore, these results will be used as a guideline for that process. The establishment of the national diagnostic reference levels for computed tomography localization procedures in radiation therapy is the next step and is currently an ongoing process.
Key words: computed tomography, radiation therapy, optimization

INTRODUCTION
The computed tomography (CT) is an extremely
useful tool in medical practice and consequently the
frequency of CT examination is increasing over the
world [1, 2]. The optimization of diagnostic CT protocols at the University Hospital Rijeka (UH Rijeka) was
performed throughout the period between 2016 and
2017. An excellent progress within this process has led
us to expand our field of work to other applications of
CT scanning, such as the radiotherapy. The CT has become a standard tool in radiation therapy (RT) treatment planning. Namely, it is well known that the use of
advanced radiation therapy techniques increased the
survival rate of oncology patients but also increased
possibility by radiation induced secondary
malignoma. Some might argue that the CT doses are
negligible compared to the therapeutic doses. However, there is a growing awareness of the dose delivered to the part of the body outside the target volume
* Corresponding authors; e-mail: adiklic@gmail.com

[3-6]. The CT is associated with relatively high radiation doses, causing concerns regarding the risk of
carcinogenesis [7, 8]. The doses for any medical exposure should be kept as low as reasonably achievable in
order to provide the adequate diagnostic information,
in this case the information needed for the radiotherapy planning. The quality of CT simulation imaging
information provide more accurate delineation of the
target volumes and organs at risk, so called contouring, which plays a critical role for the accurate radiation treatment planning.
The diagnostic reference level (DRL) has
proven to be an effective tool that helps in the optimization of diagnostic and interventional procedures.
The DRL are not intended for the use in radiation therapy, but they should be considered for imaging the
treatment planning and patient set-up verification in
radiotherapy [9]. The objective of this work was to set
up the initial DRL and correlate to the image quality
that would be used in the future optimization of localization scans.
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MATERIALS AND METHODS

Procedures
To quantify the doses from the CT localization
scans at the UH Rijeka, local DRL values were established for five most common procedures of different anatomical regions; head, head and neck, pelvis, breast and
thorax. Breast scans refer only to the patients receiving
the tangential breast radiotherapy. The post-mastectomy
patients and those patients receiving the radiotherapy to
the supraclavicular fossa were excluded. A retrospective
analysis was performed on Somatom Sensation Open
(Siemens Healthineers, Erlangen, Germany), a 16-slice
CT simulator with a 80 cm bore installed at the radiotherapy department. The scanner is used exclusively for the
radiotherapy planning.
The scanning protocols that were in the scope of
this investigation are summarized in tab. 1.
All localization scans were performed using a
spiral acquisition mode with the nominal single
collimation width of 1.2 mm and the total nominal
collimation width of 28.8 mm. Scanning region margins are anatomically clearly defined in the radiotherapy protocol for the given indication. The head is
scanned from the top of the skull to the lower margin of
the third thoracic vertebra. The head and the neck are
scanned from the top of the skull to the lower margin of
the fifth thoracic vertebra. The pelvis is scanned from
the L3-L4 intervertebral disc space to the femur neck.
The breast is scanned from the lower margin of the
mandible to the second lumbar vertebra. The thorax is
scanned from the upper margin of the larynx to the second lumbar vertebra.
Dose assessment
The data were collected using the dose tracking
software, the CARE Analytics (Siemens Healthineers,
Erlangen, Germany). The CARE Analytics is a
non-medical, free-of-charge computational tool. The
dose received by each individual patient is recorded in
the DICOM Radiation Dose Structured Report. The relevant data in these files comprises information such as
CTDIvol (Computed Tomography Dose Index volumetric), DLP (Dose Length Product), scan length,
collimation, tube voltage, etc. The relevant information
is presented in a table format for further analysis, e. g.,
statistical reports of dose data and related parameters.
The CTDIvol and DLP were used as dose indicators thus scanning parameters were also recorded.

Prior to the study, the verification of the displayed
CTDIvol was made. The CTDI was measured using the
CT dosimetry phantom (Pro Project, Poland) and calibrated Piranha multimeter along with the CT ionization chamber (RTI Electronics, Sweden). The measured CTDIvol was in good agreement with the
displayed values with the discrepancy of 6 %. The
scout image was omitted from data collection.
Image quality assessment
Since the aim of this study was to start the optimization process, the image quality assessment was
performed for each set of images. For each body region, two radiation oncologists were asked to score the
image quality based on the given image quality criteria
using a four-level scale; 1 – not acceptable for contouring, 2 – acceptable for contouring, but requires improvement, 3 – fully acceptable for contouring and 4 –
image quality more than needed for contouring. The
quantitative quality control measurements are performed regularly on this equipment in accordance
with the quality control protocol and the results are
within the acceptability criteria.
DRL calculations
The median scan length, the DLP and the
CTDIvol and the image quality score were calculated
for each acquisition protocol. It is recommended that
median values of the DRL quantity for medical imaging procedures for a specific X-ray room should be
compared with the DRL values to identify whether the
data for the location are substantially higher or lower
than those that might be anticipated [9]. The median
was also used for scanner average as a method for
dealing with the lack of weight information.
RESULTS

The, median values were calculated for CTDIvol,
DLP and scan length for each protocol (tab. 2).
Table 2. Median values for CTDIvol, DLP and scan length
at UH Rijeka
Protocol

CTDIvol [mGy] DLP [mGycm]

RT Head
RT H&N
RT Pelvis
RT Breast
RT Thorax

60
15
17
7
9

1365
690
802
287
352

Scan length
[mm]
228
461
480
409
403

Table 1. Scanning parameters of the localization protocols
Protocol

Acquisition
type

Voltage
[kV]

Reference
[mAs]

Collimation
[N × mm]

AEC

Rotation
time [s]

Pitch

RT Head
RT H&N
RT Pelvis
RT Breast
RT Thorax

Helical
Helical
Helical
Helical
Helical

120
120
120
120
120

320
120
190
95
95

24 ´ 1.2
24 ´ 1.2
24 ´ 1.2
24 ´ 1.2
24 ´ 1.2

off
on
on
on
on

1
1
1
1
1

0.55
0.9
1.2
1.2
1.2

Slice
struction
thickness Recon
kernel
[mm]
2
H31s
3
B31s
3
B30s
3
B31s
4
B31s
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The median CTDIvol were calculated to be 60
mGy, 15 mGy, 17 mGy, 7 mGy, and 9 mGy for head,
head and neck, pelvis, breast and thorax planning regions, respectively (tab. 2). A comparison of median
CTDIvol of the UH Rijeka with published data [3-6] is
presented in fig. 1.
The median DLP were calculated to be 1365
mGycm, 690 mGycm, 802 mGycm, 287 mGycm and
352 mGycm for head, head and neck, pelvis, breast
and thorax planning regions, respectively (tab. 2). A
comparison of median DLP of the UH Rijeka with
published data is presented in fig. 2.
The median scan lengths were calculated to be
228 mm, 461 mm, 480 mm, 409 mm, and 403 mm for
head, head and neck, pelvis, breast and thorax planning regions, respectively (tab. 2). A comparison of

Figure 1. A comparison of
median CTDIvol of the UH
Rijeka with published data

Figure 2. A comparison of
median DLP of UH Rijeka
with published data

Figure 3. A comparison of
median scan length of UH
Rijeka with published data

Figure 4. The comparison
of the scores with the ideal
score 3 – fully acceptable
for contouring
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median scan length of the UH Rijeka with published
data is presented in fig. 3.
The medians of image quality scores for each region are given in tab. 3. Figure 4 represents the comparison of the scores with the ideal score 3 = fully acceptable for contouring.

DISCUSSION

The national DRL for radiotherapy planning CT
scans do not exist at this moment in Croatia or region.
Even though the situation is not much better for the diagnostic DRLs also, some assessments have been performed over the past few years [10]. The results were
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Table 3. Median image quality scores for each
anatomical region
Protocol
RT Head
RT H&N
RT Pelvis
RT Breast
RT Thorax

Image quality score
2.0
2.0
3.0
2.0
2.5

compared to the seldom published data in order to
compare the clinical practices [3-6]. Two of the published values are the national DRL values and therefore correspond to the 75th percentile of the collected
data. One of the published values refers to the single
center audit and is given as the mean of the collected
data. The comparison of the results shows great variation in imaging techniques, dose indicators as well as
the scan region length.
The localization head protocol at the UH Rijeka
appears to have the highest CTDIvol and DLP value
within the published values. However, the scan length
is not the highest which indicates that the scanner output parameters should be adjusted to decrease the dose
to the patient. The degradation of the image quality is
to be compensated with the parameters that do not influence the dose on this type of scanner, such as the reconstruction kernel. Also, this is the only protocol that
does not use the dose modulation. Therefore, it is one
of the options to consider in order to optimize the protocol.
On the other hand, the dose indicators for head &
neck acquisition protocol are the lowest with the highest value of the scan length. Having in mind that the
image quality for this anatomical region is not fully acceptable for contouring, we can conclude that the
scanner output should be increased to a level which
could ensure the optimal imaging information.
The CTDIvol for pelvis are comparable with
other data. However, the DLP and scan length are
slightly higher which indicates the revision of margins
of the scanning region.
The dose indicators for breast and thorax are
quite similar to the other published values with slightly
longer regions of scanning. Therefore, same as for
head & neck, the scanner output could be slightly increased in order to obtain the images of higher quality.
The DRL is a level used in medical imaging to
indicate whether, in routine conditions, the dose to the
patient in a specified radiological procedure for medical imaging is unusually high or unusually low for that
procedure. However, the application of DRL is not
sufficient by itself for the optimisation of protection.
The image quality or, more generally, the diagnostic
information provided by the examination, including
the effects of post-processing, must also be evaluated
[9].
The image quality for almost all of the body regions at Radiotherapy Department of the UH Rijeka

are scored as acceptable but require improvement.
This clearly indicates that the scanning and the reconstruction parameters need to be revised to achieve the
optimal image quality. However, the image quality
score can be influenced by the monitor performance
and ambient light in the contouring room. These issues
were not the scope of this study but should be thoroughly investigated. Although there are different
qualitative and quantitative methodologies to describe
the image quality [11], we decided to apply the subjective image quality scoring method which proved to be
sufficient for the overall investigation of practice. The
objective of this study was acceptability assessment of
the image quality performed by the radiation
oncologist. There was no intention to accurately assess
or to accurately compare images on image quality
scale [12]. The detailed analysis of the reasons for
poor image quality was not conducted and will be performed in the next step, which is the optimization of
the simulation protocols.
There are, however, some limitations to this
study. A relatively small sample size has motivated us
to broaden our work to the national level. Also, the image quality scoring was performed in uncontrolled
conditions in the contouring rooms in terms of ambient
light which can clearly affect the image quality score.

CONCLUSIONS

The modern radiotherapy techniques made it
possible to deliver the increased dose to the target volume. However, there is a strong focus on minimizing
the dose to the surrounding tissues. A lot of effort has
been made to ensure more precise calculation of the
treatment planning systems [13]. These modern techniques often require repeated CT imaging for re-planning during the therapy course. Therefore, the attention must also be paid to the optimization of CT
simulation protocols. Finding the optimal dose for
achieving the imaging goal is in the focus of many research groups in the field of radiotherapy imaging [14,
15].
At this moment, almost all of the simulation
scanning protocols at UH Rijeka are the ones given by
the manufacturer and no optimization has been done
so far. If certain parameters are to be modified one
should keep in mind to make the same modification
within the treatment planning system also, since the
dose calculation depends on the CT data input. The results of this investigation were used to set up the initial
DRL values in radiotherapy at the UH Rijeka. Since
the median image quality score was lower than 3 for
most of the protocols in the scope, these results cannot
be considered as local DRL values. However, it is
shown that the optimization of RT protocols is required, therefore these results will be used as a guideline tool for that process. The establishment of the na-
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tional DRL for CT localization procedures in radiation
therapy in Croatia is the next step and is currently an
ongoing process.
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Ana DIKLI], Doris [EGOTA, Ingrid BELAC-LOVASI], Slaven JURKOVI]
PROCENA DOZNIH INDIKATORA U KOMPJUTERIZOVANOM TOMOGRAFIJOM
LOKALIZACIONIM POSTUPCIMA TERAPIJE ZRA^EWEM U
UNIVERZITETSKOJ BOLNICI U RIJECI
Oslikavawe kompjuterizovanom tomografijom predstavqa standard u akviziciji
podataka nu`nih za kvalitetnu implementaciju naprednih tehnika terapije zra~ewem. Uz to, sve
vi{e raste svest o predatoj dozi na deo tela izvan ciqanog volumena. Jonizuju}e zra~ewe nosi
stohasti~ki rizik indukovawa pojave malignih tumora, stoga doza jonizuju}eg zra~ewa treba da
bude toliko niska koliko je to razumno mogu}e, kako bi se osigurale vizuelne informacije
dovoqno dobrog kvaliteta potrebne za planirawe radioterapije. Ciq rada je da se odrede po~etni
dijagnosti~ki referentni nivoi i wihova korelacija s kvalitetom slike. Uspostavqeni
referentni nivoi koristi}e se za budu}u optimizaciju procedura u svrhu planirawa
radioterapije. Da bi se kvantifikovala doza predata prilikom pojedine procedure
kompjuterizovanom tomografijom, koje se koriste u Klini~kom bolni~kom centru Rijeka,
uspostavqene su lokalni dijagnosti~ki referentni nivoi za pet naj~e{}ih postupaka razli~itih
anatomskih oblasti: glave, glave i vrata, karlice, dojke i grudnog ko{a. Kao indikatori doze
kori{}eni su volumetrijski dozni indeks kompjuterizovane tomografije i proizvod doze i du`ine
skenirawa, a bele`eni su i parametri skenirawa. Za svaki set slika izvr{ena je procena
kvaliteta slike. Rezultati su upore|eni s dostupnim podacima objavqenim u literaturi kako bi se
uporedila klini~ka praksa. Kvalitet slike za gotovo sva podru~ja tela u proseku je ocewena
prihvatqivom, ali zahteva poboq{awe. Pokazano je da je potrebna optimizacija procedura koje se
koriste u svrhu planirawa radioterapije i samih radioterapijskih protokola, stoga }e ti
rezultati biti kori{}eni kao smernica za izvo|ewe tog procesa. Uspostavqawe nacionalnih
dijagnosti~kih referentnih nivoa za simulaciju kompjuterizovanom tomografijom u terapiji
zra~ewem slede}i je korak i trenutno je u postupku.
Kqu~ne re~i: kompjuterizovana tomografija, terapija zra~ewem, optimizacija

